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PART | = INTRODUCTION

Background

The Alaska Naetional Interest Lands Conscrvation Act of Decenber 2,
1920, [ANILZA, P.L. 96-187) establisned the upper stretch of the Delta
Riyver and all of the Tangle Lakes and tha Tangle River a&s a component of
the HNational Wild and Scenic River System to be adainistered &y the
secretary of the Interior through the Burean of Land Management (BLM).
Subject to valid existimg vights, ANILCA classified amd designated ap-
proximately 12 miles of the Delta River as a "recreational" river and
anproximately 20 miles as a "wild" piver pursuant to the Wild and Scenic
Rivars Act [(W3RA, P.L. 90-542). ANILCA also designated, but did not
classify, all of the Tangle Lakes and the Tangle Hiver as a ¢omponent af
this system. Tharefore, the issue af classiTication of these components
will he addecssed as part of this plan.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act declared 1t a policy of the United
States that “selected rivers of the nation which, with their immediate
enyiromments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational,
geological, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar
values, shall be preseryed in free-flowing condition, and that they and
their immediate envivonments shall be protected for the bensfit and en-
joyment of present and future generations.”

specifically, Section 10(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act states
that:

Each component of the national wild and scanic rivers
system shall be administered in such a manner as fo
protect and emhance the walues which caused it to be
ingluded in said system without, insofar as it is
consistent therewith, Timiting ather uses that do
nt substantially dnterfere with public use and
anjoyment ¢f these values , , .

By classifying various segments of the Delta Wild and Scenic River
{NSR) system az either "wild" gr “recreational" and providing the option
for classification of the remainder az "scenic," Congresc mandatod that
these segments be managed according to the following objectives:

Wifd; "Free of mpoundments and generally {raccezsihle
prcept by  trail, with watersheds or shorelines
essentially primitive, and waters wunpolluted
representing westiges of primitive America."

Scenic: “Free of dimpoundments, with shorelines or watersheds
still largely primitive and shorelines undeveloped,
but accessible in places by roads.”



Hecrealional: "Readily accessible by road or raflrgad ... have sooe
development alang shorelines.™

AHILCA alsa divecied the Secrebary of the Tnterior to establish de-
tailed boundaries, prepare a managemeni and developrment alan, and pre-
sent this information t0 Congress by December 2, 1983, In response to
these diractives, this river mandogement plan establighes the detailed
boundaries and develops the management policies for the Delta Kational
Wild, Scenic, and Recreational River.

e Bureay of Land Management fniends that these managetient po-
licies be flexible in order to remain responsive to Future management
needs while at the same fime serving as a standard to assure the protec-
tion of the river's resources from possible Futube changes in resource
quality and use.

A Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Delta
Mational Wild and Scenic River, "A Proposal for Protectfon of Eleven
Alaskan Rivers," was approved by the Oepartment of Infericr in 1980,
The EIS addreszed the impact of desfgnating Tangle lLakes, Tangle River,
and a portion of the Delta Fiver as a component of the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System.

[ addition, this plan has been developed in compliance with Title
WD of BNILCR s Lhat the management policies will cause the Teast pos-
sthle adverse Tmpact to the locdl wesidents who depend upon the river
corridor for subsistence needs.

The Setting

Tne Delta wiver watershed from Tangle Lakes downstream to Glack
#apids cantains approximately 150,000 acres, 160 miles of streams, and
21 Takes. Elevatiaon of the Tangle Lakes is approximately 2,800 feef and
the drainage falls 6hd feet in &1 wiles, for an average gradient of 12.7
E&Et per mile, The maximum known lake depth is 110 Feet in Round Tangle

HAKE.

The Tangle River flows through and connects several af the lakes in
the Tangle Lakes system, which in turn drains into the Delta River,
Mmese waters are located jn Southcentiral Alaska within the mountains of
ke Alaska Range about 175 miles by road sputheast of Fairbanks, The
Delta River Flows north through the Alaska Range and joins the Tanana
River, which flows into the Yukon River [see figure 1].

The topography in the vicinity of the Tangle Lakes and upper Delia
River is dominated by the Blaska Jange with peaks feom 6,000 feet fo
%000 feet, Glaciers occupy some of the slopes of these peaks. The ter-
rain arocund Tangle lakes fs predoninately tundea-covered rolling hills
congisting of moraines, eskers, and kettles. The land adjacant to fhe
uaper Delta River s made up of steep alluvtal slopes and 4 few vock
cl1iffs.



This area 15 located within the continental climate zone of interi-
ar Alaska. The seasons are characterized by long, severe winters and
ghart, mild sumawers, Winter twrperatures geneedily reange from -30° F to
+30° F with a recorded low of 087 F. Summer temperatures gemerally vary
from 35% F, to /0% F with a¢casional highs in the 80's. Mean annual
snowfall 75 approximately 110 dnches.  Short sutreer showers ocour freg-
wently in the Tangle Lakes area. The autumn freeze uswally occurs in
October and the spring thaw nonrally cores in late May or early June.

The first recorded use of the Delta River was as @ route aof explor-
ation by the U.5. Army in 18%8. At that time, Walter Mendenhall, a geo-
logist with the U.5. Beological Survey, noted a well marked and estab-
Tished trail n the Delta River area, Aborigingl use of this route may
date back to just after the last ice .age.

Prior to construction of the Denali Highway 1n the #arly 1950's,
the headwaters of the Delta River at Tangle Lakes were not accessilile fo
nighway vehicies, Use of this area began in earnest in 1982, whan 1t
became accessihbie via the Danalil Highway.

Access to the Tangle Lakes area 15 wia the Denali Highway on 21
miles of pavement from Pax<son or on 114 miles of gravel road from
Cantwell. Floatplanes land on many of the lakes in the Tangle Lake
system. The Richardson Highway parallels the [leita River from its con-
fluence with Phelan Creek to Black Rapids and beyond. Adr boats and
boats with Jjet units are used for going upstresm from the Richardson
Highway.

Tha Tangle Lakes Campgrouwnd &t mile 21 Denali Highway has a boat
launch as well as camping facilities. This boat Taunch provides access
to the lower Tangle Lakes, which drain into the Delta River. Hearly all
af the people who fleat the Delta River take out just below Phelan Crepk
at miTe 212 on the Richardson Highway, although the exact fake-ont Toca-
tian varfes from year Lo wear due to changes in the river chanmel. Park-
ing is available adjacent to the Richardson Highway.

fi boat launch 15 also located in Tangle River Campground at mile 22
Danall Highway. This Taunch provides access ta the upper Tangle Lakes
and Tangle River. A l-mile portage from one of the upper Tangle Lakes
to Dickey Lake aorovides access to floatable headwaters of the Bulkana
River drainage since Dickey Lake drains into the Middle Fork Bulkana
Rivar.



River Corridor Description

RIVER CHARACTER

The Delta River 15 4 clearwater stream with excellent water quality
as it leaves Lower Tangle Lake. From the outlet of the lake to the
15-foot waterfall 2 miles dawnstream, it s about 130 feet wide and
gverages ané foot deep with a botton conposed of boulders and coarse
gravel. It flows at a relatively low welacity through a series of
riffles and pools. A one-fourth=mile-laong portage provides a route
around the waterfall. Eelow the waterfall the river width narrows to
approzinately 60 feet and the velocity increases slgnificantly.

Approximately 4 miles helow the falls, the river slows and hocomes
deaper. HBotton compositiom changes to gravel and sand, and the river is
braided into several thannels with an average width of 3% feet. Beaver
dams on some af these channels have created ponds which provide for ex-
cellent grayling fishing.

Approximately 3 miles above its confluence with Eureka Creek, the
Delte River slows considerably. As it flows throwgh this section, the
river iz approximately 104 feet wide and 3 feet deep, with a bottom cam-
posad of sand and silt.

From the confluence of Eureka Creek downstream for approximately 22
miles to EBlack Rapids, the river is characteristic of many Alaskan
glacial rivers with s1l1ty, turbid water and numerous braided chamnels.
The average stream width is 200 foet and the main channel averages 4
faet in depth,

FISH AND WILDLIFE

Tangle Lakes and the Delta River contadn grayling, round whitefish,
lake trput, burbot, and Tongnpse suckers. Most fishing is for grayling,
but good Tlake trout Tishing 1z available ia Tate winter and early
spring.

Wildlife 1s an important resource, which provides for sporthunting,
trapping, wildlife photography, and wildlife wiewlng. Hunters in this
area scok moose, caribou, bear, Dall sheep, and snowshoe hare. Trappers
concentrate on taking beaver, fox, wolf, marten, 1ynx, walverine, otter,
muskrat, and mink. Twenty-one aother species of mammals alse inhabit
this area. Encounfers with grizzly bears occur, but are uncommon.

Must of the 110 species of bipds found in this area are anly summer
residents;  tost migrating species arrive in May and Teave 1n Saptember.
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